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gun-range. The Lurcher's forecastle was crowded with un-
wounded Germans, and this put one of her two four-inch guns
out of action, but die prisoners could be better controlled there
than anywhere else in the ship, as the narrow gangway each
side of the bridge and charthouse could be held by armed
sentries. It is true that the prisoners were quiet and obedient,
but one wondered whether they would remain so if we had
to fight their friends. The after part of the upper deck was
encumbered with wounded, many in a terrible condition.
Indeed the Lurcher was in no condition to fight an action,
neither were her consorts; the Laurel and Liberty had been
badly mauled, the Firedrake was in a better plight, but she
had 38 prisoners, whose presence on board would have been
an embarrassment in action.

With considerable relief we sighted the five<e Bacchantes" and
Amethyst at about 4 p.m. The appearance of my betes noires
was for once very welcome, and at 4.15 the Firedrake transferred
her 38 prisoners to the Bacchante and the Lurcher her 165 un-
wounded and slightly wounded to the Cressy. A surgeon from
the latter told me that it would be inadvisable to attempt to
transport the 59 badly wounded in boats, and as there was
now too much swell to go alongside the Cressy, I took the
surgeon with me, and made for Harwich at full speed, in company
with the Firedrake, leaving the Laurel and Liberty with the
Cruiser Squadron. A number of the men picked up in the
water were suffering from bullet wounds, mainly in their
shoulders, which they declared were inflicted by their officers'
revolvers after they had jumped overboard. Several people
in the Lurcher had seen an officer firing at men as we came up
astern of the Main^. It is only fair, however, to say that the
MaitK^ put up a very gallant fight against overwhelming odds,
and must have been an absolute inferno, until her mainmast
fell, and with it her colours, which gave the impression that she
had surrendered, so the firing ceased.

In those days destroyers had no medical officer and only
carried a small medicine chest, which was of course quite in-
adequate to cope with the situation in the Lurcher before we
obtained help from the Cressy. To quote from my diary:
" Our officers and men were splendid in the way they looked
after the German wounded. Campbell and Ranken never